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OR, THE 


MODERATOR 


BEING 
A 4 Conſiderati ton of the preſent 


CONTROVERSY 


BETWEEN Fs 


Iii rok and His Oer o 8 ER 8 3 
WI. 


RryLECTIONS on the Riſe and Progreſs 
of the Diſpute; and Advice for the Re- 


conciliation of all Parties. 


Miſcreants! the Scourge that you to Day endure 
Cuts to the Bone; but then it cuts to cure, 


They only ſeem to hate, and ſeem to love, 

But Int"relt is the Point on which they move: 
Their Friends are Foes, and Foes are Friends agen, 
And in their Turns are Knaves and honeit Men. 
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MODERATOR. 


wherein the Publick are con- 


cern'd ; when different Opini- 
ons prevail on different Minds; when each 
Party has Recourſe to the Preſs ; 'tis proper 
ſome impartial Hand as Umpire, ſhould at- 
tempt to decide the Contention, | 


In order to ſet the Facts in a true Light 
between the In/þefor and his Adverſaries, tis 
neceſſary to begin with the Source cf the 
Diſpute, the Tranſactions of Drury-Lane 


Theatre: The Managers of that Theatre 
| were 


HEN any Controverſy ariſes 
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were undoubtedly blameable in forcing upon 1 
the Town a Scene which had met with the | 
greateſt Diſlike on its firſt Appearance; 'twas 
affronting to think that the Audience out of 
Compliment to that Houſe, would join in ri- | | 
diculing what they had applauded at the 2s of 
other; be ſides if there be aught in Panto- 
animes worthy the Approbation of the Spec- 
tators, it muſt be thoſe Things which molt 
"reſemble Nature: Mr. G——4 always has it "ai: 4 
in his Power to entertain; he knows how to [ 
fill his Houſe and win an Audicnee; there- 
fore *twas not Neceflity that compelled him 4 
to burleſque: No, twas a Deſire of leſſen- 
ing the Eſteem of the other Theatre. They 
arraign the Taſte of the Town tor being 
fond of Mummery, yet perſevere | in the Exc- 
cution of it. This is ſomewhat like deſpi- 


fog a pudding while one cats it. 


Tbe 8 as the Writer of a publick 
= Paper, 


5 8 
| Paper, was oblig'd to take Notice of theſe 
Proceedings; *tis ſurely the Duty of every 
Author to pleaſe his Readers ; then at ſuch 
a critical Juncture, what Affairs were ſo pro- 


per to treat of, as thoſe of the Stage? His 
difapproving of this Scene, cannot be thought 
to proceed from private Pique or Relent- 
ment, 'tis well known he reſpected, and was 
reſpected by the Managers, he had no Inte- 
reſt in oppoling it, he gave up his Intereſt 
by fo doing, —he join'd the Voice of the 
Town: Was not this commendable ?_ 


The Inſpector was not at the Playhouſe the 


The Night the Affair happen'd between a 


certain Gentleman and Mr, gd, he 
only heard the Recital of it. Now as pelting 
a Performer is an Indignity to the Perſon 

guilty of the Action, poſſibly this Circum- 
| ſtance might be omitted in the Relation, — 
Then was the Hiſpector to blame in aſſerting 

that 
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C33 
that Mr. 74 bad affronted a Perſon of 


Honour? — Surely Not. An Audience 
have a Right to applaud or condemn, but 
not to afſault : Therefore as an Apple was 
thrown at Mr. V d, his Conduct and 
Behaviour were quite conſiſtent with the 
Character of a Man: | 


What Evils has an Apple been the Cauſe of ! 


 *T was wrong for the Inſpector to perſiſt in 
the Conteſt, after this Particular was publick- 
ly known: In one of his Papers, he ſays, © all 
Tumult and Outrage, at the Theatre are 
over, they diſgrac'd thoſe who made them,” 

Hence 'tis evident he himſelf was convinc'd 
the Treatment Mr. V receiv'd was 
- unjuſt; Why then did he inſiſt on his aſk- 


/ 


This was abſurd. 


ing Pardon ? 


Mr. W——4 is certainly a Comedian 
of the Firſt Claſs, he has long acquir'd the 

Approbation of the Town, the greateſt Ap» 
2 plauſe 
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plauſe poſſible to beſtow. on an Actor, is but 
adequate to his Merit; doubtleſs he had Pro- 
vocation to publiſh againſt the Iaſpector; but 
he ſhou'd have proceeded on a more com- 
mendable Plan: His Letter inſtead of what 
was expected in it, is crouded with mean 
Reflections and trivial Invectives; beſides tis 
not at all to the Purpoſe; it might have been 
publiſh'd a Year ago with the ſame Propriety 
as now, He was attack'd only as a Player; 


he has trac'd the Inſpector through ſeveral 


Scenes of Life; ſome, tis indeed, improper to 
call ſo; poſſibly the Inſpector had it in his 


Power to have treated him with the ſame Se- 


verity. Had Mr. W———— d been the. ſole 


Author of this Letter, it might have been | 


more worthy of peruſal, — Cou'd the Writers 
of it imagine, that declaring what the 1ſpec- 
tor has been, - wou'd leſſon his preſent Repu- 


tation; or that expoſing Follies or Frolicks, 
which naturally proceed from Youth, and 


, B Gaiety, 


6 — — 


; — aa A rr R—_—_—_—— 


(0) 
Gaicty, wound at all hurt che Eftcem he 
bears amongſt the wiſer ſort of Mankind 


ſurely not. Had he from an exalted Station 


been reduc'd, by Miſconduct, to Exigency, 
there might have been Cauſe for Cenſure; 
but as Matters ftand, the Shame retorts upon 
his Traducers That Part of this Pamphlet, 


call'd the Þſpefor, has Merit, and Humour is 


not wanting in it. 


Here I cannot help making ſome Obſerva- 
tion on the manner in which the Iaſpector's 


tween him and Mr. B—7n laſt Summer, is 
the important Topic of their IIl-Nature.— 
IIl-Nature I call it, for ſure to depreciate a 
Character by Hearſay can proceed from no 
other Cauſe, No Man has a Right to 


brand another with the Imputation of Cow- 
ard and Poltroon, unleſs the Accuſer by ha- 


ving been an Eye-witneſs can juſtify the Ace 
= gpſation; 


Oppoſers attack him. What happen'd be- 
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cuſation: Every candid Perſon will allow 


this. Were the Depoſitions of the Officers 
made before Juſtice Lediard publiſh'd, the 
Intricacy of this Matter might be clear'd up, 
very likely in the Inſpefor's Favour. 


Mr. $ 


f has a great Genius, his Ta- 


lents have been properly cultivated, we per- 


ceive in his Works all the Fire and Spirit 
which animated the Poets of a fotmer Age; 
but be a Perſon's Abilities ever ſo great, tlie 
World has nothing to do with his private 
Concerns: The Controverſy between this 
Gentleman and the Infpefor, is of a private 


Nature, alone, in their own Power to de- 


termine; therefore tis impertinent to thin 
of intereſting the Town in it, 


Mr. N,, the Bookſeller, has affir- 
med that Mr. 5 f never aid write 


for Hire”, What then has he no Intereſt 


+ in 


: En 
— ——— 
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in the Succeſs of his Performahces? No 
Emolument in the Profits ariſing from their 
Salc ? 
the Motive that induces bim to profeſs 
Writing. Can he think it a Diſgrace to 
him? It rather adds 
Luſtre to his Qualifications. | For certainly 


N 


He ſurely muſt; or what can be 


I hope not. 


all, whoſe. good Opinion deſerves the leaſt 

Regard, will eſteem a Man whoſe Merit is 
his Dependance, beyond a Blockhead who 
commands Wealth from his Cradle. ; 


I'm ſorry. Mr. N. —y has engaged 
bhimſelf in this Diſpute: The Iiſpeclor in 
Anſwer to his Advertiſement ſaid, that the 
Herlion of ſich a Man as N— 
intereſted Perſon, would be no more regarded 
' than the Oath c, Juch a one as W———d 


an intereſted Perſon likewiſe. Tis eaſy for 


vi. e. an 


2 Reader prejudic'd againſt an Author to per- 
vert his Meaning: the I. e in his Ad- 
vertiſement 


(43-3. 
vertiſement is very plain: The Tenor of it is 
apparent in his Paper of December 10. Mr. 


N. y therefore has put himſelf to a 
deal of Trouble and Expence to prove a 
Fact not in the leaſt doubted : The In/pefor 
joins with his Friends in believing him to 
poſſeſs the beſt of Characters: If after 
ſuch a publick Declaration this Perſon ſtill 
thinks himſelf defam'd, it is his own Fault: 
The Inſpector is ſorry that he has been the 
Occaſion of his thinking fo- 


'Tis pity Dr, Hi ever gave the Publick 
Reaſon to ſuſpet him fond of perſonal 
Severity ; his Intimates affirm that this is 
Reverſe to the Nature of his Diſpoſition : I 
believe it to be ſo: He has acknowledged it 
2n Error, An Author of leſs Judgment may 


See the Is EC ros, No. 553. 
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h often have Occaſion for it; he can have 1 


none: He has a Fund of Knowledge ſuffici- 
ent to ſupply any Subject; he treats on all 
with the ſame Degree of Spirit and Perſpi- 
cuity, and is never at a Loſs for Matter to 


ny. An eminent Writer always has Ene- 


mies; they look upon his Preferments as 
a Satire on their own Deſerts; this Mr. 
Gay was fully ſenſible of when he wrote 


the following Lines 


No Author ever ſpares a Brother ; 
Wits are Game Cocks to one another. 


All pant for Fame ; and he that has the Hap- 
pineſs to be foremoſt in the Purſuit is fure to 


incur the Hatred of the Laggers behind; 


Thoſe who are neareſt to him in the Chace, 
perhaps, with a feign'd Complaiſance, may 
2pplaud his Endeavonrs ; but let him ſtep 


ever ſo little aſide, the Deception becomes 


palpable : 


En 
palpable : ole, whom he thought his 
Friends unite to exclude him from the Path 
and (like the Natives of a Country I remem- 


ber to have heard of ) imagine he that tram- 
ples moſt on his Merits, accumulates to 


himſelf moſt of his Worth. 


If the Inſpetor has offended, the Offence 
has been returned : Why ſhould Reſentment 
outlive the Puniſhment? —I would adviſe 
his Oppoſers to account for the Frailties of a 
Writer as we ought for thoſe of Mankind, 
and conſider that our Paſſions often triumph 
over our Reaſon.— An approv'd Author may 
be of Service to his Country: Tis but doing 
the Iuſpector Juſtice to ſay he has been ſo; 
and while he continues to employ his Skill 
on proper Subjects, he'll preſerve the Eſteem 
of thoſe in Power, and be an Honour to 
the Age he lives in, 
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A Man ſhould never throw Stones who has 
| Glaſs Windows in his Houſe. Had the re-, 
| noun'd Punſter who wrote Dr. Bobadil's 
| Monody (a Poem highly admir'd by—its Au- 
thor,) thought on this old Proverb, poſſibly 
he might have treated the Inſpector with 
more Mercy, ſince he himſelf. Has bad þ 
many Ups and Downs in the World. : 
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